






UNDERGRADUATE WRITING GRADUATE WRITING

Topic: Often addresses a specific writing prompt
Often involves producing and answering a 
research question

Presenting 
Information:

Mostly presents what others have said 
about a topic

Enters the conversation as a scholar with 
own expertise and insights

Research: Exploratory research required
Extensive & comprehensive research 
required

Direct Quotes: Use of direct quotes is accepted
Less reliance on direct quotes, favoring 
summarizing & paraphrasing

Information adapted from: https://www.seattleu.edu/education/graduate-writing-center/academic-writing--communication/graduate-vs-undergraduate-writing-/#:~:text=While%20there%20is%20no%20official,graduate%20studies%20over%20undergraduate%20courses.

https://www.seattleu.edu/education/graduate-writing-center/academic-writing--communication/graduate-vs-undergraduate-writing-/#:~:text=While%20there%20is%20no%20official,graduate%20studies%20over%20undergraduate%20courses.


UNDERGRADUATE WRITING GRADUATE WRITING

Synthesis:
Synthesis of research is not typically reached, and 
the full scholarly conversation is not presented

Studies & expert opinions are synthesized to 
show similarities, differences, etc. of the full 
scholarly conversation

Audience: Written for a general academic audience
Written for other scholars and professionals in 
the field of study

Vocabulary:
Uses general vocabulary, with defined terms 
whenever discipline-specific language is used

Uses technical vocabulary specific to the field, 
with no need to define these terms

Formatting:
Basic academic essay structure with introduction, 
body of ~3-10 paragraphs, and conclusion

Formatting specific to the field, with use of 
sections such as literature review, methods, 
results, etc.

Purpose:
Writing is done to show that 
understanding/learning has taken place—as 
assessment

Writing is done to further knowledge in the 
field—to contribute to the field of study



Write Write in chunks so you don’t get overwhelmed or burnt out

Plan
Plan your writing timeline to make sure you can do additional 

research, revising, editing, and peer (or Writing Center) review

Refine Refine your topic/research question

Research
Research to see what current authorities have to say and what they 

aren’t saying

Prewrite Prewrite first to get some ideas 

Understand Understand the assignment - ask questions until you do



https://www.madonna.edu/resources/writing-center/online-tutoring/


http://library.madonna.edu/
https://www.madonna.edu/resources/writing-center/online-tutoring/


https://www.madonna.edu/resources/writing-center/online-tutoring/

